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- THE CERTAINTY OF DEATH.

Por the living know! that they shall die.-—Ezels

3 the tomb ; and death, with its awful so°
inities, must soon be experienced by men
all nations. We are ignorant of mangy
fBher things, but no man is ignorant of hi:
Rortality, “ For the living know that they

it ~ -~ B

" 4

it fhall die.” : o
»f B We shall consider three things in this dis-
le utse. First, What is implivd in dying?

Peondly, How do the living know that they

Bould be made of this awful subject ?

1. What is implied in dying 2

HThe question is bold, and can not be
thawered, for the living have-not experi-
pced it, and the dead do not reveal the pro-
nd secret Some suppose that it impliés
inction of being ; but they neither

51

utter ext

Fevetation, both of which pro-
im the 8oul of man immortal. - '
The following thfnggare generally allowed
b be implied in.dying: A separation of soul
bd body, a final departure out of this world.
d an entrance upon a new state of exist-
ce. :
 Death implies a separation of soul and body
Run is a compound being of body and soul,
| matter and spirit. - His body is of the
Juat.; his roul is from God. These are mys-
wusly united, but dedth dissolves the
hion, and breaks the unknown tie. “Then
Ball the dust return to the earth, as it was;
osfhd the spirit shall return to God who gave
K ‘ © Bee. xii. 7.
‘UE The separation is awful to a good man.
set®ruil nature shrinks at the prospect! What
th fon. must it be 10 & bad man? In his calm
ZJbd rober moments he views it with horror
cathr, inflamed by diabolical passions, he
BRE whes into it as the frantic horss into the
wspttle. Wo can form but very imperfoct
Hoan of the pain which may attend our dis-
heBlution. Some appear to sutfer much  Na-
pro is convulsed with dreadful agonies
wn;lhers %o quictly away, rike the dying
mugyer, or the ripe tfrait, which gently drops
t Fom the parent tree.  But this must be len
Sth God, who will order the circumstances ot
heefir deuth in wnch a-way us shall be most for
el good and bis glory. .
:nAlmth‘.'.l' thing 1mplied in death i8 a final
msteparture out_of this world. + Here we have
iclp continuing city.” Hub. xiii. 14. Weare
prérangers, who appeared but lately, and pil
rims, who are hustening away. Death ends
for journey, and we leave all bebind, to re-
8 rn no raore. The husband leaves his wile;
. he parent his children; the master his
rvants; the minister his people; the gen-
ly ¥al his army, and the monarch his throne!
% that awful moment everything earthly is
sHiven up forever! Houxes and land, gold
hogpd silver, honors and titles are left behind
ourhe pleasure-tuker leaves his pleusures; the
Safunkard quits his cups; thoe poor and at-
irdi¥ ted lcave their poverty and afiliction, and
diae pious aro taken from their fricnds, and
ovepm all the lovely means of grace. ©Man
mboth and wasteth away; yea, man giveth
amg, the ghost, aud where is he?” Job xiv.
m B He'in Kot &6 ibéwomif.‘ «No eye will
[EXur sigg bifp ypow cavthi ;. His.place will
Buleant,and his posjossions will be oceupied:
} 2% others.” We hear no more of the dead.
indhelir names are bliifid out, and their mem-
it f@y is soon forgotien. -¢As for man, his
watfys are as the grass: As a flower of the
-§id, a0 he flourisheth  For the wind passeth
er it, and it is gone, and tho place thereof
\BI§all know it no more.” Psalm ciii. 15, 16.
9. %o glory of man fades, his greatness de-
raclives, and he sinks into the silent grave!
porhs that the living would lay it tu heart, and
pibjel the vust importance of a thorough prep-
[Infation for a better world | i
>RYThe last thing implied in death is an en-
, mfance upon a new state of existence. Man, as
liss@eompound being. is nearly allicd both to
%o visible world and the invisible; and the
_anoment he quits his tenement of clay, hav-
n81}g done with the visible and material wm:ld,
p enters into the invisible world of spirits,
A2hd mixes cither with devils and the damned,
ureé g o .
Lewl. With angels and tho saints. How we
Olipall exist in that unknown world, is a deep
Irgeret. When wo think upon it we are losu
(i “wonder.  Here, wo sce objects through the
:)llodium of the eye—wo hear sounds through
Hose medium of the ear—iwe spenk with the
vigngue —we have foet to walk, und hands to

%
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-Bsjudle. ‘There, we shall cxist without u
aBGdy ; and how we shall either see or hear,
'si“l' ste or smell, spoak, or feel, or move, will

er be discovered on this side the grave.
TLL¥ must die to know. We know—and it is
prineipal thing with which we are at
indfesent concerned—that wo shall be cither
kigppy or miscrable. And our sate will b
Il s%ed and unalterable; there is no probation
(8 eternity. There iv will be sund, o tha
med unjust, let him be unju-t still; and he
hich is filthy, tet him be Blthy still ; and he
ebAhich i~ rizhtcous, let him be righteous stil;
olead ho thut 1y holy, let him be holy still”
opv. xxii. 11.
:2 How do the living know that they shall
?

A

e
o
(l)l:h {'he living know, by the appointment o
jof fod, that iney shall dic  1he Woud
Futh informs us that = Lt is appointed unt
e, once to die” Hib. ix. 27. The unne
lb- Bon, and the manner how, i8 uncortain,
L nothing-is more certain than death iteeil
»Jr first parents, presuming Lo eat forbid
;2’}) fruit, in the garden of liden, brougin
Ppth both upon themselves and their pos
y nofpity. ¢ By man came death, and in Adam
reof die” 1 Cor. xv. 21, 22 Whatever God
‘o Rpoints is right, for such i: the reetitude of
-1 nature that he can not do wrong. When
-—an do wrong, it is owing cither to igno
T ice or wickedners; but God is both infi
b Pdely wise and infinitely good  On this
y;n und. we may view death as a wise, just
d necessury appointment, and an appoint
1sthnt which must take place  Man ecan
l”‘w ither evade it by cunuiag, nor svercome it
force,  ** For all flesh shall perish o
ther, una man s«hall turn agaio to the
t’ Job xxxiv. 13.
‘I'he death of others is u proot that we must
Men are dying daily and hourly.  Per
1 there is not & woment in whgch some
PR® not pussing out of’ time into (-Lt-.l'nit,y
,I%hilc I am writing—while thou art read-
(10%—it is probuble the sare struggling
Mohh dcutﬁ We (-':n.dhlsl«l,'!u“gll:r:.( ::(lzltlk(‘;l;;)b
3 e ;G ot HCLp 1¢
hel mouster It wo flee, be will pursue

O
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aim B proy, and xeize us in an hour unknown.
in 8We seldom live a duy without hearing of
ted o one who has fullen a victim to this de-
r¢ fyer. Our relations, friends, and foes are
oBsfEpL away. What u proof of our mortality!
aisjath will soon find us out, and hurry us

ny.  This hour may be our last. 'This
n:.m;nt may pat a final period to our pres.
e
Vo know we shall die, by what we feel in
qeelves.  Life in progressive, and we pusy
bidly from oue wrate to wnother  Some
o nlready passed throngh infancy and
@to; others have left the bloom of life,
P others have ontered upon old age. We
er return to theso statcs again,%ut still
¢ on towards the ygrave. KEvery pain:

',f . : L .
bt Life is but a short journey from the ¢radie

fall die? and, thirdly, What: improvement.|

dictatos of reason, nor the. dis-

o,

we feel—every degree of weariness and
weakness—proclaims the approach of death.
What is our loss of sight, of hearing, of asil-
1ty, and of strength, but certain notices of
approaching dissolution. ,
3. What improvement should we make of this
important subject ? L
We should sit loose to the world  While we
pursue the various duties of liie, let us guand
against an immoderate attachment to men
and things. Why shouid thoie things en-
gross our affections which we can not hold?
These fond attachments render death. far
more painful than it otherwise would be. A
carnal man is torn away, by violence, from
all he holds most dear, but he who is spiritual
divs with pleasing hopes, and hastens to ia
world +-f joy, where all his troubles are laid
up wit Christ in God. !
. Lt us carefully improve the various scen¢s
of life through which we pass. Huaman life
ischequered with strange and unaccountable
variations. Sonietimes our days are crowned

H
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with health and strength, with wealth and.

friends. At o:her times clouds and dark-
nesa -gather round us.and. we sink into poy-
rerty, sickness, and diygrace” Each of thege
purpose. In prosperity, we may learn the
lessons of gratitude, humilivy, and obedience
to the will of heaven; and in adversity we
may learn the lessons of patience, resigoa-
tion, and contentment. 'I'hus, when we
somd to reflect, in the hour of death, upm
our conduct in life, we shall have cause 10
bless God for that graco wh:ch hax enabled
us to do his blessed will.

Our sins should die before us lent they sink
8 lower than the grave. Deuth destroys
the body, but it ean not desirow sin. But
« for this purpose the Son i God was wand
tested, thut ke might destroy tiie ‘works ot
the Devil.” John iii. 8. Let us turn to
him, by repentunce and faith, that he may
hecome our ¢ wisdom, righ.cousness, sancti-
fication and. redemption.” 1 Cor i 80.
'hen we shall gain a complete victory oves
sin and death.  For ¢ the sting of death i~
«in, and the strength of sin is the law B
thauks be to God, which giveth us the vic
tory through our Lord Jesus Christ 7 1 Cor.
xv. 56, 57. Lt us varnesuly seek that spirit
wid life which can 1ot be destroyed by death
'hat man who i~ spirvitually alive, may look
at death with bolduess, und bid defiunce to
ity utmost rage. He has nothing to ftear
God is with him.  Angels wait to conduct
him to the regions of immortality ; and even
hiis perishing body will rise again, to die no
more.  Amen.—Edmondson.

Communications.

For the St. Louis Christian Advocate.
Ministerial Support.

Nor, Mr. Editor, is the preacher’s support
to be affected by whimsical assessments aris
ing from the irregularities of quantity and
price that may be the summing up of the
diversified enterprises in which Church mem-
bers engage. Hois to be supporTED. This,
»ir, i8 the law, the whole law, and all the
LAW, ecclesiastical and Divine, bearing on
the case. And,as the Church law has speci-
fied the amonnt in its minimum, or lowest
suffersble .degree, .therefore, when the

formed, no contingency will allow retrench-
ment, without the toush of sacrilegious hands,
and palpable injustice, and aggravating and
paralyzing wrong to the preacher, and de-
structive consequenees to the Chureh.

But will not rains and floods, drought and
frosts, and similar casualties alter tho vase?
No, sir, not in the least. Neither war, pesti-
lence or fumine i to break dewn the kingdom
of heaven, or to arrest the wheels of Omnip-
otence. The Gospel must be preached, und
the ministry must be supported.

No matter what happens; whether di-

vinely appointed or permitted, it will not
silence the thunders of the last wiLn, nor
repeal the obligations of the divine decree,
“The Gospel must be preached.” ¢ Take
heed, therefore, how ye hear.” ¢ Have
fuith in GOD.” A living ministry, a supported
ministry, not & frozen, starved, und naked min
istry,is the divinely-appointed instrumental-
ity of every man’s salvation. Better take
care, then, how we tulk about ¢ retrench
ment,” and legislate the crumbs for the
preacher, while we alico the loaf with sur own
silver blade, and give him the core and pexl,
while the pure fruit is kept for our own
relish  “God is witness.” “God is the
judge.” “ God is not macked.  Whatsoever
v man roweth, that shall he alvoreap.”  The
taborer i~ B&¥* ** WORTHY OF 1S HIRE.” But
rhé ministry is not only a neces~ity to ever)
man’s salvation—husband, wife, son dangh-
ter, and servant—but i3 indispensable to
civil government; and he that will not pay
trom choice—from the promptings of tho sub.
l'me principlesinvolved in hig Coristian pro
o~sion, and the obligations it imposes—as~
amuch, of necessary, Lo sustain and perpetuate
the KiangooM oF Gop in his own neighbor
nood ard country as he is compelled to pay
0 hold up and to continue the pillars of civil
government, is not only not a Christian,
but is evon disloyal to Ceesar.

Life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness
exbausts the gifts of civil government.
There, like their divine parentage, are ex-
tended *“ without reepect of” persons.”” Nor
dces the possession of largest wealth, or its
total lack, affect this exalted right, or neces-
<arily increase or diminish its issues. Yet
civilgovernment demands ten thousand times
v much trom the citizen worth ten thousand
dollars as it does from one worth once dollar,
in order to extend the fulluess of the name
inheritance to the one it does to the other.
Nor ix there any complaiut, or charge of
injustice. By virtue of the operations of this
principle, every efficer under Cwmsar’s reign
is supported, and can fully attend to “ the
things that are Cesar's” Will any one
deny this being the principle taught in the
Law and by the prophets, by itho Great
Teacher, and his apostles, that is te govern
his Church? And will any one say there is
a circuit or station acting upon this Divine
as well as civil rale, tliat will retrench his
preacher, or fail to oy hitn?  And we assert,
in the full beliet of its truth, that there is not
a circuit or station, acting from principle,
and not impulse, but could, if it would, support
its minister; and when it fails Lo do it, it is
not on account of *“hard times and sonrcity
of money,” but because there is not a will to
do it—is not an intelligent, heartfelt sense of
edligation to doit—oconsequently, & “withhold.

states may be improved to some valuable |

"proacher is accepted, and. the: werk pér-*

ing a part of the price of the land,” for which
God will not only judge, but condemn and
damn, ihe guilty.

“Liet him thatis taught in the Word, com-
municate unto him that teacheth, in all good
things. For he that soweth to the flesh, shall
of the flesh reap corruption ; but he that sow-
eth to the spirit, shall of the spirit reap life
everlasting.””—Glal. vi. 6-8.

F. M. Encrisn.

Charleston, Mo., Jan. T, 1850.

An Admirable Letter.

Soon after Hon. Edward Everett delivered
that memorable speech at the Union meet-
ing in Boston, Rev. Dr. Fuller, of Baltimore,
one of the most prominent and able Baptist
ministers in the country, expressed, in a lot-
ter to Mr. Everett, his approbation of tke
speech, and commended the doctrines pro-
mulged. In reply Mr. Everott requested
of ‘Dr. Fuller some infarmation.&s.«to the

‘general effect of the agitation of the slavery

question on the condition ef the slaves, and
to this request Dr. F. gave the subjoined an-
swer, which more recently has been pub-
lished in the Boston Courier. It may be read
with profit :

To the Honorable Edward Everett :

My Dear Sir: Perhaps too much impor
tance has been attached to that insane out
breauk of fanaticisin at Harper's Ferry; bu:
the sympathy with such a deed of violenc
and blood, which has been manifested at the
North—can any patriot. any good man, ob
serve this without amazement and alarm:
[ know the friends of our common countr)
are mistaken, when they complain that th
grand Union demonstrations in Boston an
other cities, have not been duly appreciatec
here and elsewhere. They huve gladdene
all true American hearts; they have brough
rears to many eyes; and caused multitude:
to say, *Well doue, good and taithful sery
ants.”

Still, while members are elected to Cout-
gress, who opeuly avow their hostility t
the South, it is idle 1o expect too much con-
fidence in'any assurances of fraternal affec
tion proclaimed in popular assemblies, no
mutter with what sincerity and enthu~iasm
[ read your noble address with delight. 1
looked at that touching picture, “The Las
Days of Webste,,” and exclaimed, “O, for
one note of that clarion voice now!” Bu
the South could wish to hear what the M-
sachusetts Senators and Represcntuatives suy
Would they avow these patriotic sentiments’
C.ulu they speak as you did, without for-
teiting their places? '

Here, in this city, and over this land Norti
and South, I fear we are feeling and will ex
perience still more mournfully, the wirdou
ot this prophetic warning—once uttered by
Mr. Barke: “When bad men combine, gooc
men mast associate, else they will fall, one
by one, an unpitied sacrifiec in a contempt-
ible straggle.” -

The question you proposs I can answer
confidently—for, in leaving the bar and en-
tering the minis'ry, I had intended to devote
myselt entirely to the instruction of the
slaves in South Carolina. For some time ]

confined myself to tha%mi@gis)g};,gn,mtr»
L]

svery where amnng <iifgstels « Hraopt and
active co-operation. True, thero were laws
forbidding the negroes to assemble without
a certain number of white persons; but I

violated that law most industriously, meet-
ing thousands from different plantations and
preaching to them. This would not be
allowed now., "Another statute, forbidding
any one to teach the negrces to read, was
treated with as little regard. In almos
overy fumily servants learned to read—som:

of them in my own houschold, not only read-
‘ing, but writing a wuch better hand than
their master.  Indeed; such was the general
prejudice against this latter enactment that,
in an address on the religious instruction o

slaves, prepared ut the request of the South
Carolina Agricultural Society, I strongly

urged its repeal  Just about that time a

attempt was made to abuse the mail by cir-
culating incendiary works, and I was thus
compelled to withdraw that portion of the
address—the President of the Society, Gov.
Seabrook, & most benevolent gentleman, pro

duacing these pamphlets, and insisting that
the law was necessary for the protection o

the rlaves themselves.

In June, 1845, there assembled in Charle~
ton & body of men, representing almost al
the wisdom and wealth of Soath Carolina
There were present also delegates trow
Georgia, and, I believe, from other States
[t was a meeting of the Association for th
tmprovement, wmoral and  religious, of the
~luve population.  The venerable Judge Hu.
gor prosided.  Having been appointed 1o ad
dress that large and noble audience, 1 di
not hesitate 1o speak my whole mind; o)
praling to ma~ters to imitate the Auntonin
and other magoanimous Roman Emperors
to hecome the goardians of their slaves;
have laws enacted protecting them in theis
relations as husbands and wives and parents
to recognize the rights which the gospel us
serts for servants as well as masters. In
word, I pres-ed upon them the solemn obh
sations which their power over these humai
beings imposed upon them—obligations only
the more sucred, because their power was s
irresponsible.

That august assembly not only honoreu
me with their attention, but expressed thei
approval, the presiding officer concurring
most emphatically in the views snbmitted.

I need scarcely tell you that no such ad
dress wonld be regarded as wise or prudem
at this time. It i3 not that masters arve less
engaged in secking to promote the moral ana
religious well-being ot theie servants; b
measures which once could have been adoptea
most beneficially, would now only expose
master and servant to the banetul influence
of tanatical intermeddling.

Ifanything is certain, o 8 that the gospel
doed not recognize hatred, abuse, violenct
and blood, us the means by which good is 1o
be done.  The go-pel is a system ot love. It
assails no established social relations; but it
intuses love into the hearts ot those who are
bound together, and thus unites them in
affection. It the gospel is to cmancipate
slaves, it will be, not by insurrcction and
massucre, but by a love that will molt ofi
their bonds. Let the spirit of the Now Tes-
tament triwmph, and all wrath aud anger
and bitterness will cease. The South and
the North will harmoniously consult us to
the best interests of the Africans now in our
midst; and masters will seck to promote the
best welfare of’ those who have been com-
mitted to their care. :

I think I speak accurately when Isay that
hithorto every sacrifice for the emancipation
of sluves has becn made by Southern men;
and many hundred thousands of dolflars have
been expended in such liberation. The North
has wasted large sums for abolition books
and lectures; for addresses calculated to in-
flame thoe imaginations of xomen and chil-
dren, and to mislead multitudes of men—
most excellent and pious—but utterly ignor-
ant as to the condition of things at the
South. We now find, indeed, that money

has been contributed c{ﬁégiﬂn' tho purchase of
deadly weapons to be éntployed ugainst the
South, and to enlist the 1ho8L ferocious pas-
sions in seerct crusad@d, ‘compared with
which an open invasion Dy forcign enemies
would be a blessing. T beJieve, however, that
not one cent has yﬁe!t":'}f‘;,n given to set on
toot—or even to encourjge when proposed
—any plausible enterprine for the bencfit vf
the slave. _

In the providence of God some of thebe
people have been placed @hder my care. My
responsibilities have px;?de‘d heavily upon

me; nor have I failed (o eck from God, and
from the wisdom of the wisest men, a knowl-
edge of my duty to thein; Iam no politician,
seeking to make capital jout of this dunger-
ous subject. 1am a Christian, seeking to
obey God in all things; #nd willing to make
y myself and fumily
£ I could improve,
yice  iuade overtures
realsh at the North
phardenés with Ur.
i privately—and; I

great sacrifices, to’ reduc
to comparative poverty,
their condition. I have t
to men of influence and
—one publicly in"a corre
‘Wayland, and once mo:
have,in all sincerity, ingited ono, or:twe, br
tifty, to manitest a,,.w.“ﬂi“ iess to. part w~ith
even a pittance of “their wedlth, and then: o,
show nie what could be done to promote the
happiness and welfare of these slaves. B;ut,‘
not # single response have 1 ever heard
whispered.  While writing the first of these
propositions there was under my roof, in
Caroling, a violent Abolitionist trom New
Bngland—a mun of great wealth. I read
vhe letter to him before it was sent, and he
xpressed his astonishment av my venturing
- such a step; but neither he norany other
man has intimated a willingoess:to part with
money, that the negro migut be rexcued from
whut they profess o regard as a deoplorabie
abyss of wisery. Yetthe Swath is denounced
t)r not at once immolating tour thousand
miilions of property, guaranteed 1o them by
he Constitution ; for not at ouce abandoning
v reeds and brambles millions ot fertile acres;
ior not breaking up their eutire social nys-
.wm, and either driving their servants from
vheir comfortable homes, to become vaga
wnds in other States, whrebh will-again deive
hem ous ot their borders—or else harboring
.1 their midst hordes ot diseontented, indo-
teut vagrants, utterly unfic tor freedom, who
vould certainly be exterminated unless in
mercy they were again reduced tu servitude
Kecause they will not do ail this; will not
iflict this ruicidal wrong upon themselves,
wid try this fawal experiment upon the serv-
ants they love—because they will uot thus
uin their fumilies, and desolate their hearths
«nd homes, and all this in violation of their
et cunvictions of duty . they ars to fae the
hjeets of incessant ealuuiey, o te piiiaged
wid murdered in cold blovd by their own
cllow-citizens, who are heroes and martyrs
or doing this butchery.
1 do now belicve that the guardianship of
v kind master is, at this time, a great bless
ng to the Atricun. It emancipation is ever
o take place, it will be gradually,and under
hie mild but resistless inflaence of the gos,
sel.  Whether slavery be an-evil or not, we:
it the South did not bring these Africans
here—we protested against their introduc-
iion, The true friend of the African is at
vhe South, and thousands of hearts there are
seeking to know what can be done for this
race. There must be some limits to human
regponsibility, ynd a man in New England

48, : Og,!paé_x_f@re, with the in-
t Virginit. Xhan he has to inter-

fere with those of England or Franee. All
such interterence will be repelled by the mas-
ter, but it will prove injurious to the slave.
Dr. Channing wus regarded as a leading
Abolitionist in his day; but could that noble
man now rise up he would stand aghast at
the mudness which ig rifs everywhere on
vhis subject. “One great principle which we
should lay down as imwmovably trae is, that
if & good work can not be carried on by the
calm, sclf-controlling, benevolent spirit ot
Christianity, then the time for deing it has
not come.” Such was his language, when
opposing slavery. Were be now living, the
delirous spirit of the day would denounce
him as it denounced Mr. Webster, and now
denounces you and every true patriot. Nay.
sven Mr. Beecher is abused us not truculent
¢nough.

Jesus saw slavery all around him. Did he
scek to employ force? He suid, “All power
in heaven and earth is given unte me; there-
ore, go teach, go preach the gospel.”

No language can express my love for this
Union. Others speak ot the biessings it con
ers; I regard the Union itself as the great
‘~t blessing, and other advantages as chicfly
0 be prized because they corroborate and
serpetuate the Uwnion,  Hitherto I have
~niled at all ¢roaking abour disunion; now
i feel that the Union is in imminent danger.
['he tocsin of rebellion is heard from many
jarters. It is written in the book of Gen
siny that when Rebecea, in danger of ex

wing cried to God to know the cause o:
he strange pangs by which her trame war
-onvalsed, the angel replied, “Thou carrivst
wo hostile nations in thy bosom.”  Unlers
‘Leuven interposes, this land must be rent
wd torn by two nations burning with the
riercest hostility, and eugaged in a fratricidal
and most horrible wartare. 1 rejoice that
there are yet spared to us some men of the
ld revolutiouary stamp; men with hearts
iike yours to love the Union ; with eloquence
ke yours, to sound the alarm ere it is too
iwte, and 1o rally to the cause of the Union
all who are worthy to be citizens of this
sreat and glorious Republic.  With great

'steem, my dear sir,
I am sincerely yours,

Baltimore, Dec. 19, 1859,

Dr. FuLLER.

ComMoN Scuoors or Missourr.—The An-
nual Report of the ~uperintendent of Com-
mon Schools of Missouri for 1859, contains
some iniormation congeruing the condition
f our School system, which we condense for
the benefit of our readers.

The whole number of children in the State,
hetween the ages of & and 20 years, is 367,-
248; the numuer of school districts organ-
ized is 4,916; the number of children taught
uring the year was 159 914, of whom 87,329
were males, and 72612 were females; the
whole number of school houses is 3,878; the
number of colleges is 31; the number of
academies is 100; the number of teachers is
5,008, of whomn 4,198 are males, and 855
temales; the total amount of money paid to
teachers during the year was $580,767, of
which $3,264 was from the township fund,
and $1,952 from fines and penalties. The
amount raised to build and repair school
houses was $107,5699. The unsold school
lands amount to 176,559 acres. ‘The amount
of money apportioned to the schools during
the year was 8256,007, of which $149,026 was
the proceeds of 25 per cent. of the State rev-
enue, and $57,566 was the proceeds of Bank
Dividends.

St. Louis, of course, figures more largely
in the report thaun any other county. It
contains 65 school districts; has 47,211 chil-
dren, of whom 23,321 are Males, and 23,890
temales; had 12,528 children at school during
the year; has 79 school houses; 196 teachers;
and paid to teachers during the year $85,983,
of which 830,521 was derived from the State
Schout Fund.

" Rendér thanks unte the Lord.

Ex-President Van Buren.
Twenty year« ago, we were accustomed
to hear shouts, iung and lond, “for Van!
Buren.” Of late, we have seen or heard nut
little from himn. e lives, we learn, in great
retirement, und is passing the evening of his
lite quietly aud pleasantly. The other day
there was ux * Union Meeting,” held at
Albsuy, New York, to which he had been
invited; but, not attending, he wrote to tho
Committee, under date of the 10th inst, a
long letter, which was read at the meeting,
and from which we make the extract given
below. He first reminds the Committee
that a man seventy-seven years of age can
easily find an oxcuse for not attending polit-
ical meetings; and, that being his age, he
excused himself from attending, but wrote a
letter that, in. the main, does honor to his
head and heart. After n short history of
Brown’s raéd,'he continuesas follows :

“The case i)i"eéz:n';eg‘i for our consideration
is thus nothing Jess than .the attempted exe-
cution of a design long eritertaided, devised
with all the eare and circumspection that

contemplated crime’ permits, and adopted
after the fullest deliberation, to inflict, sud-

‘denly and stealthily, the unnumbered and

unspeakableWhorrors of a servile war upon
communities numbering more than eight
millions of souls—communities than whom
there perhaps exist not under heaven others,
of equal extent, more widely or more justly
distinguished for hospitality, personal prob-
ity, amenity of manners, kindness of dispo-
sition, love of ccuntry, and respect for pri-
vate and public virtue.

To appreciate fully the enormity of the
guilty scheme, it is necessary to take into
view the long-existing relations between
ourselves and those of the South, upon
whom, and upon whose families, these vials
of wrath were to be poured. These latter
are none other than the worthy descendants
-t the prople of six States ot the old Counted-
eracy—then, as thoroughly slaveholding
States as they now are, und as likely to re
main- 80, while, for ourselves, we looked to
future emancipation as a certain event—
with which ouar ance~tors, at the gloomiest
period this country has ever seen, entered
into an alliance, on behalf of this Siate,
offensive and defensive, for their common
security, established a Confederated Govern-
ment, and exchanged pledges, as solemn as
any ever given by man, to stand by each
othor in a struggle fur their liberty and in-
dependence ; a struggle most glorivus in its
objects, in its actnal prosecution, in its suc-
cess, and in the consequences of its tri-
umphaut conclugion  They are descendants,
moreover, of those great and good men, the
representatives of the same States, with
vhom those to whose rights and duiies we
have sucecoded united, many years later, in
the consiruction and adoption of a Federal
Constitation, which had become necessary
to the full enjoyment of the fruits of that
struggle; a Constitution made with them
whilst they were yet, as they had before
been, slaveholding States, and which, on its]
face, contemplated the continuance of that
institution, in a portion of the States com-
posing the Confederacy, as long as it and the
government to be established under its pro-
visions might endure; a Constitution which
now, after an experience of seventy years,
is a8 dear to the people of the United States,
North and South, Kast and West, as it has
ever been, and under which our whole peo-
ple have, during that period, lived in pros-
perity and peace, and would, without doubt,
have continued te do so it the subject of
slavery had not been, in an evil hour, drawn
into the angry and distorting vortex of party
politics.

More aggravated still does the atrocity of
the Harper’s Ferry movement become, when
we call to mind the character and conduct
of the State chosen as the starting ground
of its desolating course—the ancient and
honorable Commonweulth of Virginia, whose
history, from and including the generation
of Washington and Jefferson, teems with
well-directed and singularly-effective «fforts
to suppress and prevent the revival of the
foreign slave trade, to ameliorate the condi-
tion of the slaves (descendants of those left
to the care of her people by their ancestors).
and to restrict the extension of slavery in
the United States. As early as 1769, a bill
was introduced into her General Assembly,
ny Mr. Jefferson, to prohibit the importation
of slaves into that Colony from abroad,
which was defeated by the Colonial Gov
ernor and Council ; but, at the first moment
after those checks upon her movements
were removed, the subject was resumed,
through the same instrumentality, and a
law passed by which the object was fully
accomplished  From that period onward
ner representatives in the National Legisla
ture were uniform and assiduous in efforts to
-ecure an early suppression of the trade by
Congress; and their State Government, and
their people, have, ever since, set their faces.
like flints, against its revival in any form.
An early and constant friend of the National
Colonization Society, over which one of
her distinguished sons, Judge Washington,
and her most distinguished scion, Henry
Clay, for many years presided, Virginia at
the same time never intermitted her exer-
vions to secure for her slaves the kindest
treatment—the happy results of which were
strikingly and, to the slave-owners of the
Commonwealth, honorably exemplified in
the tact that, notwithstanding the skillfully
devised plan for the seduction ef the slaves
at Harper’s Ferry, not one joined the in-
vaders, and the only one whom they carried
oft lost his life in attempting to escape from
his would-be deliverers.

But the crowning grace of her whole career
in this regard—that which placed her far in
advance of all her sister States, and which
~eemed to render everything done by others
here for the restriction of slavery compara
tively unimportant—washer ever-memorable
i-esvion to the Federal Government of the ter-
ritory vutef which were formed the non-slave-
holding States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Mich-
igan, and Wisconsin, upon the express and
irrevoceable condition that slavery should be
torever exclunded from them. This cession
was on her part » voluntary tender, without
request or suggestion other than trom her
own sons, whilst she stood at the head of
the sluveholding States of the Confederacy,
without a prospect of changing her character
in that respect—made and matured whilst
the formation and adoption of the Federal
Constitution were in progress, and, in all
probability, designed teo allay apprehensions,
and to keep down such jealousies and ill-
blood as those under which the country
now suffers, illustrating thereby the mag-
nanimity of her public councils and the
extent of her counfidence in the justice and
liberality of her sister States who were
about to become noun-slaveholding States.
Out of the territory thus ceded non-slave-
helding States have been formed, the aggre-
gate population of which, at the present
moment, is one-third larger than that of
the six principal slaveholding States of the
old Contederacy, nnd equal to onesixth of

the entire pepulatien of the United States.

It was in full view of antocedents like

' these that tho irruption into that State was

made. The intent of that muvement was
to lay the ax at the great con.servative
principle that slavery in a State 18 a ques.
tion for its own exclusive decision, and to
establish the doctrine that slavery is a
wrong of such magnitude as to devolve on
uny one who is willing to take the respensi-
bility of attempting it, the right to over-
throw it by fire and the sword; pretensions
which must throw into the background every
pre-cxisting issue upon the subject. Whether
or not it is expedient that slavery should be
extended beyond its present limits, the place
where, and the persons by whom, that point
can ouly and ought to be settled, are ques-
tions freely arising under the Constitution,
in respeot to which eyery citizen has a right
to form and express his opinions; but they
can not, in the nature of things, continue to
oceupy the public mind until the criminal
assumption acted upon at Harper’s Ferry.is
effectually suppressed. This right of assail-
ing slavery was claimed in Virginia, and an
attempt made to enforce it, characterized by
a spirit as bitter apd remorseless as that
which vented itself in Brown’s bloody deeds
in Kansas, when.acting, as it appears, in the
name of the ¢ Northern army !’

That venerable Mother ot States saw her
laws trodden under the feet of a military
band, led on by a citizen of New York, her
authority and diguity derided, her rural dis-
tricts turned into camps for the protection
of her .govereignty, her citizens murdered,
and their families exposed to the most ap-
palling suffering, for no other reason than
for upholding rights which her sons, Wash
ington, Jefferson, Henry, and Madison—
men whose names speak their eulogie~—had
exercised throughout their lives.

Tho venerable Ex-President then procecds
to argue, 1. That the excitement manifested
at .he South was natural and just. 2. That
those in the State of New York who stood
aloof from these Union meetings, belonged,
for the greater part, to a party whose ac-
knowledged leader had publicly enunciated
the doctrines of the irrepressible conflict,
aund, 8. If they persisted in the course they
had adopted, the result could not fail to be
disastrous to the peace and prosperity of the
whole country.

« Harpy CHRISTMAS FOR ONE Man.”—
Under the above head the New Orleans
Crescent, of the 26th ult., gave the following
singular narrative :

A young man, named Joseph Wells—a
Canadian—probably enjoyed his Christmas
with a keener zest and a more grateful and

happy heart than any other person in town
Some five years ago his parents died in this

.city, leaving him poor and friendless. Soon

after this mi-fortune he full sick of typhoid
fever, and, after an illness which nearly
carried him away, he recovered, only to find
himself helplessly destitute of hearing—to
tally deaf. Being insensible to sound, he
ceased speaking; and since then, an object
not only of sympathy for his misfortune, but
of kindness and care for his honesty and
good behavior, he has led his silent life about
the courts and Cathedral at Jackson Square;
regularly attending the Church, and doing
whatever little offices he could for his living
about the Recorder’s office and lock-up. The
officers took good care of him, and supplied
his wants as a sort of pet, at once useful
and agreeable.

Think what must have been this young
man’s sensations, when, on Friday even-
ing, going unwittingly too near the can-
non, which, at Jackson's Square, was
belching forth a national salute in honor of
the battle of Lake Borgue (of which that
day was the anniversary), he was shocked
and thrown prostrate by the concussion!
He was taken to the police office, and re-
vived by applications of cold water. Te his
own astonishment his ear3 were clear, and
to the astonishment of others he spoke.
Still he had a strange buzzing and rattling
in his head Half frightened, he wept, and
prayed, and then returned to his lonely bed.
In the morning he woke to find his head
calm, but his hearing entirely restored ; clear
and sweet the torrent of cisy sounds poured
into his head and heart; the ring of the
bells—the cough of the steamers—the rush
of the drays—the laugh of the children—the
bark of the dogs—the blithe voices of friends
and acquaintances—new, novel and delight-
tful beyond expression! He tried his own
voice, and found it good in sound and speech
—well a8 1in former years. In the fullnes:
of his heart he repaired te the Cuathedral,
and there, on his bended knees, offered up tu
the Great Throne the breathings of his deep
gratitude. Then he sallied out to see hir
triends, and the scenes of astonishment and
pleasure which tfollowed muy be better im
agined than de cribed. W.th tears in hi-
eyen, he embraced every one who had treated
him kindly, and told" his thanks for the
tavors shown during his ears ot deafness and
dumbness. The heartiness and deep feeling
of his joy brought tears to many another
eye, and his sudden and surprining restora-
tion was the talk of the day. Who can say
that this Christmas did nov bring happiness
to Joseph Wells?

AN OrLp PrepicrioN oF DisuNioN.—Sena
tor Johnson, of Tennessee, in a late speech
in the United States Senate, quutes from
Thomas Jefferson’s Journal the following
entry under the head of December 18th,
1803: «“The Rev. Mr. Coffin, of New Eng-
land, who i8 now here soliciting donations
for a college in Green county, Tennessee,
tells me that when he first determined to
engage in this enterprise, he wrote a paper
recommendatory of the enterprise, which he
meant te get signed by clergymen, and a
similar one for persons in a civil character,
at the head of which he wished Mr. Adams
to put his name, he being the President ol
the United Suates, and the application going
only for his name, and not tor a donation
Mr. Adams, after reading the paper and con-
sidering, said he saw no possibility of con-
tinuing the union of the States; that their
dissolution must necessarily take place; that
he therefore saw no propriety in recommend-
ing to New England men to promote a lit-
erary institution in the South; that it was
in fact giving strength to those who were 1o
be their enemies; and, therefore, he would
have nothing to do with it.” The person
referred to 13 the late Rev. Charles Coffin,
D. D, President of Greenville College, Tenn.,
a native of Massachusetts.

“What a pleasure it is to pay one debts”’—
says Shenstone. It removes that uneasiness
which a true spirit feels from dependence
and obligation; it gratifies the creditor; it
promotes future eonfidence; it leaves & con-
sciousness of our virtue; it is what we know
to be right in the point of justice and econ
omy; and it is the main support of simple
reputation.

o all our readers know experimentally
what this pleasure is?

God esteems men’s -deeds by, their minds,
and not their minds by their deeda.

Individual Effort.to Do Good.

From an eight page tract, “ Individual ef-
fort; or, What Can I Do?” by Rev. J. B.
Waterbury, D. D, published by the Ameri-
can Truct Society, we make some extracts,
commending the Tract to our readers as one
worthy of universal circulation.

If you with to be useful, and to become
instrumental in saving souls, you must lay
yourself out in this work of indwidual effort.
Prayerfully and earnestly must you address
yourself to it. The care and responsibility
of souls belong not to ministers alone. Pa-
ronts should feel it. Teachers should feel it.
Relatives should feel it, one towards another.
Neighbers should feel it. [Every Christian
should feel it. Where is the Christian whose
influence touches not many souls now “in
the gall of bitterness”?

ExampLES oF Success.—Some of the most
useful Christians have been those who have
labored for the couversion of individnals.
This applies especially to private Christians.

An aged man gave his heart to God, and
entered on the Clristian life. After his con-
version, one of his first acts, although he

had -hgard nothing of such mcts in others, . ..

was to make out a list of all his old asso-
ciat:8 then living within reach of his influ-
ence. Kor the conversion of these he deter-
mined to labor as he had opportunity, and
pray daily. On his list were one hundred
and sixteen names, among whom were skep-
tics, drankards, and other individuals, as
little likely to be reached by Christian influ.,
ence as any other men in the region. Within
two yeurs from the period of the old mans
sonversion, one ‘hundred of these individuals
had made a profession of religion.

The writer once inquired ot a late excel-
lent minister, how it was that so large a part
of his parishioners were Christians “ Be
cause,” gaid he, “ [ went to them individ
nally, and pressed the guspel message upon
them in private.”

H.rlan Page acted on the same principle;
it was tho secret of his success in winning
souls to Christ. Every acquaintance he re-
gurded as an individual trust. He said to
himself, “ God has brought this individual
‘uto my aequaintance for good. He says,
Speak to tnat man; lend this one;a book;
to another give a tract; to another write
an affectionate letter,”” By this method of
usefulness, he evidently became, under God,
the direct instrument, in a very quiet way,
of saving more than oue huudred souls.

The late John Scudder was one who -
entered warmly into this method of useful-
ness. EBvery individual with whom he be
came acquainted was an object of spetial
interest. He did not assail him abruptly, or
harshly, or impolitely. He simply said, 1
am to do this individual good; it this soul is
out of Christ, I am bound to do all 1 can to
save it. Accordingly, so soon as the oppor-
tunity occarred, “a word in season” was
spoken; and many are the individaals who
remember his affectionate appeals, and trace
their first religious interest to that good
man’s efforts. When he went into a family,
every member of that family shared his
Christian sympathy. He did hot overleok
the servants. IHe had a word for all; and
in his prayers all were especially remem-
bered. How many families will bear testi-
mony to the truth of these remarks, snd

say, “Yes, it was thattgpod ‘man’s influence -
i

which first led me to ‘think seriously of the
werth of my own soul.
the civil and military officers with whom he
became acquainted, that he might, if pobsi-
ble, become the means of their salvation. It
is a document of rare interest, and showa
how much good 2 man may do by direct
personal influence. :

The late Mr. Nettleton practiced this
method of usetulness ; and his great success
in winning souls to Christ is more attributa-
ble to it than the public have been wont to
suppose. He studied character as individ-
ually developed, and, “as a wise master
builder,” brought the gospel to bear upon it.
He conversed a great deal - with individuals,
careless or under conviction. He prayedtor
them as individuals. He was often seen in
close converse with men of various charac-
ters and occupations, adroitly approaching
them on the subject of their sulvation. KEre
they were aware, they would become inter--
ested, and soun they were seen listening' to
his preaching, with earnest attention and-
deeply-atfected hearts. o

How many private Christians, also, with
the true spirit ot their Master, have selected
irdividuals, and prayed for them, and spoken
to them, and, in the end, have had the joy of
seeing them turn unto the Lord. The
amount of gowed they accomplished no man
can calculate. Itisa way of doing good which
God has enjvined, and he will give it his
special blessing. It is a way open to all
T'he humblest Christian, in capacity or social
position, has this field open to him. A little
captive maid-servant ouce honored God and
saved a mighty Syrian captain, by sending
nim 10 the prophet for a cure.

THE YANKEE IN CHINA.—A real live
Yankee found his way to China, remained a
while, tuok notes of some things he saw
and then wrote back, setting forth some
points of difference between their manners
and those of the people of this country, as

follows :

The Chinese parents select the wives for
their sons, and decide whom their daughters’
shall marry. Their badge of mourning is.
white, aund their funeral cards are written
with blue ink. They mourn for the dead by
proxy, and select a burying place for the
departed by the aid of one who makes
that his profession. We read horizontally,
they perpendicularly. We read from left to
right; they from right to left.  We uncover
the head as a mark of respect; they put on
their caps. We blackball our boots; they
whitewash theirs. We compress the waist;
they the feet. We give the place of honor
on the right; they on the left. We speak of
northeast; they of westnorth. We say the
needle of the compass points north; they the
south. We shuke the hand of a friend in
salutation; they shake theirown. We locate
the understanding in the brain; they in the
belly. Our officials designate their office or
rank by a star on the breast, or epaulets on
their shoulders; they by a button on the
apex of their caps. We page our books on
the top; they on the margin. We print on
both sides ot the leaf; they upon one. We
place our foot-notes at the bottom, they at
the top, of the page. We make the title ot
a book on the back of the binding; they on
the margin of the leaf. In our libraries, we
set our volumes up; they lay theirs down.
We keep our wives in the parlor; they keep
theirs in the kitchen. We put our daughters
to school; they put theirs to service. We
propel our canal boats by horses and steam ;
they pull theirs by men. We take our pro-
duce to market by railroad; they take theirs
on men’s shoulders. We saw lumber and
grind flour by steam and water power ; they
do it by human muscle. We turn a thou-
sand spindles, and fly a hundred shuttles,
without a ringle hand to propel; they em-
ploy a hand tor each. We print by & power
press aud metal type; they on .wooden
blocks, with & hand-brush, We worship
God ; they offur incense 10 the Devil

In his journal, while -
in India, he records his exertions to interest
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